You want to
ask the teacher
to repeat the
question.

You want to
ask where the
train station is.

It is too noisy to
hear what your
friend is saying
on the phone.



BEEORE YOU READ

In the situations below, which Chinese phrase

would you use to start the conversation?

You want to
stop a man
to return his
lost wallet.

L

You want to
explain why
you are late.
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An Island Thal
Apologizes" Nonslop*

by Anthony Brady

1 When | first came to Taiwan, | observed an interesting phenomenon*:
Taiwanese people seem to like the phrase “buhaoyisi” a lot. For example, one
day, | was walking along a sidewalk where busy people were passing. A man
almost bumped into me. He was in a hurry, but he still turned and said
“buhaoyisi” to me. | guessed he was trying to say “sorry,” and it was nice of
him to do so.

2 Another day, | heard “buhaoyisi” again in a restaurant. | saw a woman
waving to a waiter and saying “buhaoyisi” in a gentle voice. Apparentlyz, she
was calling him.

3 | have heard this expression3 plenty4 more times in Taiwan—on the
streets, on the MRT, and in stores. It is interesting that Taiwanese people use
this expression in so many different situations. It seems that the people here

apologize all the time.

1. apologize [3'pals,dzaiz] vi. 3B - inahurry @Iitih

* nonstop [,nan’stap] adv. RSt 2. apparently [3perantli] adv. F&FA
% phenomenon [fa’'nams,nan] n. [C] RS 3. expression [k sprefan] n. [C] 535
- bumpinto &t 4. plenty ['plenti] adv. RZ




4 As a Taiwanese, have you noticed this phenomenon? Do you agree with

the writer or not? Taiwanese people use “buhaoyisi” a lot to avoid trouble. 15
Experts6 point out that this has something to do with ancient7 Chinese
culture. Confucius’ taught people to live peacefully8 together, and polite
language can more or less help to achieve this. In addition, Taiwan has

been influenced’ by Japanese culture, so people tend to

behave in a polite and formalmway. These are the possible 20

reasons why Taiwanese people often use “buhaoyisi.”
3 To many Taiwanese people, “buhaoyisi” is not only
a phrase but also a significant“part of the culture.

Some residents in Taiwan think that it is a good

5. avoid [o'void] vt. %R

6. expert [‘ekspat] n. [C] EX

- pointout {5

7. ancient [‘enfant] adj. &EHY

% Confucius [kan fjufas] n. 3,5
8. peacefully [*pisfali] adv. F0Fith

- more or less =B

9. influence [influans] vt. /£

10. formal ["forml] adj. IEZ089

11. significant [sig nifokent] adj. EEHY
12. resident [‘rezadant] n. [C] BE

'.-"r'|r'1"’r i

I —
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can even help to build up social relationships. However, as for being “an island
that apologizes nonstop,” not everyone thinks this is true.

6 Anyway1,3 we can’t denyMthat using “buhaoyisi” is a truly special feature of
Taiwanese society1.5 It is interesting that this common usagewin a small island

can become a topic of discussion in the world.

Cultural -
Note REDE TR RE ) UEREEBENNG ? (2 H M

FEREMIR - ANAPEISUE RIS #RBERAIXE -
SEMREF LA RRIE A INE A L - 1R
AE - FERETIREREAENERZ— » W8
90% SMEATHEBANGEBMTRENE-

- build up 37 15. society [so'samati] n. [U] it
13. anyway [‘en1,we] adv. S0 16. usage [ jusidz] n. [C] AE
14 deny [dr'nai] vt. &5



The Politest Phrase in Taiwan

, Causes of this Phenomenon
Situations e Ancient Chinese Culture
e Aman s1aid “buhaoyisi” when he —>ZConfucius taught people to
almost someone. together.
— It means “sorry.” e Japanese Culture
e A woman said “buhaoyisi” when — Influenced by Japanese culture,
she waved to a waiter. Taiwanese people behave in a

— She said it to call the waiter.

- i i3 He A A
. bl .
= & :’. : wlieolale
—_'F I;rj_“[-l_" £
. . 4 L] P
| { -
Politest Phrase R pa e
in Taiwan
- N
Meaning Conclusion
“Buhaoyisi” is not only a phrase but Using “buhaoyisi” is a truly special
4 5
also feature of
of Taiwanese culture. This becomes a topic of discussion in

the world.



I. Reading Skill: Topic Sentence

F 79 (topic sentence) : BEEEZTDPOBEITF o
D T8 - TE-BFBUEEHE 7 L UERBEEEPRELRNFTENMSHRE
FEG o

Check (V') the topic sentence of the fifth paragraph.

[] (A) To many Taiwanese people, “buhaoyisi” is not only a phrase but also a significant
part of the culture.

[ ] (B) Some residents in Taiwan think that it is a good expression when you want to say
“excuse me” or “sorry.”

[] (C) However, as for being “an island that apologizes nonstop,” not everyone thinks

this is true.

Il. Details

Check (v/) the situations that are mentioned in the reading.

[ 1. “Buhaoyisi, I'm hurrying back to work.”

[ ] 2. “Buhaoyisi, do you have the time?”




The Politest Phrase in Taiwan

[1 3. “Buhaoyisi, there was heavy traffic.”

[] 4. “Buhaoyisi, I’'m ready to order.”

Do you often say “buhaoyisi” in your daily life?

In what situations?

NoTE &
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|l. Words for Production

n apologize

[o pals,dzaiz]

apology
[o paladzi]

a apparently

[ perantli]

apparent

[ perant]

a expression

[k sprefon]

a plenty

["plenti]

ﬂ avoid

[ void]

a expert

10

[‘ekspst]

Vi. 383 (to say sorry)
» Mary apologized for stepping on Jack’s white shoes.
n. [C][U] :&3#X

» Janet made an apology for her impolite comments about her

brother’s photos.

adv. 87X (showing something that seems to be true)
» The man was reading the map in confusion. _

-

e

Apparently, he got lost.

adj. B3EE8Y ETK obvious

P There are tears on Michael’s face. It is apparent that he is crying.

n. [C] 533) (a word or phrase) = 9
» Sofia L i
T

L

likes to use strange expressions
conversations, so people cannot understand her.

adv.; pron. R% » K& (alot)

» My dad just got back from the supermarket, so

there is plenty of food in our refrigerator.

vt. ¥ 5+ BERR (to prevent or keep away from something)

p After he failed the math test, Jason tried to avoid

seeing his father.

n. [C] X (a person with a certain skill or knowledge)
P Audrey is an expert in marketing. She knows the best way to sell

products.



ﬂ ancient

[enfant]

a peacefully
[ pistali]

peace

[pis]

ﬂ influence

[[1nfluans]

influence

[(mnfluans]

m formal

[forml]

m significant

[s1g'nifokant]

significance

[s1ig nifokans]

The Politest Phrase in Taiwan

adj. &8 - S CEIR modern
(very old or having been there for a long time)
» In ancient China, women with small feet were

seen as beautiful.

adv. R0 ; SEEFHE (with peace)

P Rachel can sleep peacefully even when the
classroom is noisy.

n. [U] ¥&8

» Henry finally enjoyed some peace after a long day of work.

vt. 22£ (to have an effect)

» The salesperson is trying to influence me to buy a more
expensive smartphone.

n. [CllU] &2 &TH effect

» Smiling has a good influence on people. They often become

happier when they see a smile.

adj. EXNE)  YXIR informal
(very correct and polite)
» The interview today is very important, so |

need to wear formal clothes.

adj. E26 YR insignificant
(very important)

» Choosing a good leader is highly significant for the future of this

company.
n. [U][sing.] 21 YR insignificance

P This is the first hospital in this town, so it is of great significance

to the people here.

11



m resident n. [C] B (a person who lives in a place)

[‘rezadant] » Only residents in this area can join the local

baseball team.

anyway adv. 0 LT anyhow

[‘en1,we] (even so)

» The soup was hot, but | ate it anyway.

deny vt. 58 * BE (deny—denied—denied) YR admit
[drnai] (to say something is not true)

» Dylan denied that he took the snacks from the store.

m society n. [U][C] it=
[sa sarati] (a certain group of people who share the same
custom)

P “Fish and chips” is a common dish in British society.

usage n. [C][U] A3)% (the way something is used)

[(jusidz] P Betty thinks the different usage between British and American

English is interesting.

Il. Words for Recognition

1. nonstop [,nan’stap] adv. NSt » REfith
2. phenomenon [fa'namo,nan] n. [C] IRZ (8€1 phenomena)

3. Confucius [kenfjufas] n. 3=

12
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n bump into

E in a hurry

n point out

n more or less

E build up

Word Pmanrt

B 158 ©T% runinto
(to hit something; to meet someone unexpectedly)
» My brother bumped into the sofa when he was about to turn on

the light.

ittt 7% inarush  (very quickly)

P Tim checked his emails in a hurry when he 1’

arrived at the office.

EY © 124 (to mention something)
» Chris pointed out my mistake at work and

helped me correct it.

LD - LB (almost, not completely)

» Henry was more or less unhappy when his good i

neighbor moved away.

3277 5 1810 (to develop or become greater)
P Cathy’s goal is to build up her farm business and

make it successful.

form + al = formal IEXNEY
al RIVEATRE » ESHAR - person + al = personal EPN:U
function + al #» functional TheedY
hation — EIER:N education + al # educational | HEHY
tradition — 8769

13
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A BHAPHITEAAMAL °

1. It is crazy of Jill to always drive so fast on the street.

N

. It was polite of Ryan to open the door for me.

w

. It was nice of James to make this chicken soup for us.

—_

) 43’%51 F%}\,ﬁy ...... ?E ...... Jo
ABE T AL WU ARE 0 HBED Tof sb, mPFEANRE -
- ANEH (to V) EEFAR - ATA ItAAE - K to V BEIRE -

w N

@ It was kind of Sandy to bring the drinks for everyone.

4
A FHRRERE I ARR AT
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A EHEAT > W LB ERITFR

1. the experience of others / Amber / wise of / to learn from / It was

2. kind of / to give me a ride home / Frank / It was / yesterday

3. Susan / the job interview / It was / to be late for / impolite of

4. to help me / It was / prepare for my speech / nice of / Mary

5. to save people from / It was / the man / the burning house / brave of

15
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B. Todd A Elsa #Z XL » U T RMMVERE - KREEHZNAT - F—EREH -

\
. Elsa, you were lazy. You copied Todd’s homework.
— it was lazy of you to copy Todd'’s homework
J
\
. Todd, you were unwise. You helped Elsa do that.
-
J
-
Sir, but Elsa was seriously sick. @
\.
-

3. Todd, you are nice. You speak for me.

%

-
4. Sorry, sir. | was foolish. | shouldn’t copy Todd’s homework. It

has nothing to do with him. ‘\‘
: -
\ =
N

5. Alright. Both of you are kind. You think for each other. Just

don’t make the same mistake again!
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g why
2 ARSI ¢ ...N + when +S+ V...

where
A FEATPIRRFRVEE - WIEAIEEREIE -
why ﬁ whe where
1. Last Friday was the day the meeting was held.
2. There is a reason fast food isn’t so popular these days.
3. This is the place all the residents can get together.

1. B3{&®/5 why « when - where E5E A8 - S| BTN TH -

Bk

2. BFREIRARARNEE @ BEAREENZE

fEiic<259 RAIREIF _"M
reason why
time ~ day  year &5 when

house  school * place & where b2y 9

17
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@ Yesterday was the day when | first met Simba.

A FRF ]
@ This is the place where | first met Simba.
b B
# Simba was cute. That was the reason why it attracted me.

t JRR

A KHBARPERRI AR T

1.

2.




A REAEEHAT -
{Nobody knew the reason.
1.

Paul walked out of the room angrily.

%

{I always remember the day.
2

| met my best friend Lora on that day.

%

{This is the house.
3.

The famous writer once lived in it.

%

{I went to the restaurant.
4,

My cousin works at it.

%

{Do you know the reason?
5.

Helen didn’t go to school today.

%

The Politest Phrase in Taiwan
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B. Linda IEFE F# Froskicis MG - (Bt REAFIRBLEE - HEABENEIFER > & Linda JB
MFERHET -

Sun Moon Lake @@ August 11

-

o Qv

| just came back from Sun Moon Lake in Nantou County.
It's a beautiful place 1 you can see many
tourists from around the world. | was one of them! The best time
to visit is in the late afternoon. That’s the time ?
most of the tour buses have left. | tried to go around the lake by

bike, but it was not easy. It was still hot, so | took a break at a

temple. That was the place3 | was thinking if |

should continue. Then, | decided to keep going because biking
around the lake was the reason ! | went there.
After several hours, | made it! It was a great experience. | think
it’s the main reason ’ I’ll remember this trip

forever.
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I'm terribly sorry,
Ray. Are you OK?

It was an accident. Please
accept my apology.

No problem.
\_ Apology accepted.

Oops! Sorry, | didn’t mean it)

I m fine.
Trust me. éf _

look good.

Really? You don’a

All right. How about | treat you
to a popsicle as an apology? )

1. dodgeball [*dadsbol] n. [C] S8R

2. jaw [d3d] n. [C] FEB

3. mean it =

4. trust [trast] vt. 18{2
5. all right %308
6. popsicle ['papsakal] n. [C] ki

21



Level Up!

n My bad! Q Can you forgive me?
IEETKREVES ! IR ARFRINIE 7

a I’m sorry for being rude to you. Q It’s really not necessary.
FARBREHRER RIS IREBIRIER ©

a | owe you an apology. Q It’'s no one’s fault.
FRAR—(ERERR © SRS ©

WRROIE PIAY c o

The girl is apologizing to the boy.

You forgot our date.

7. rude [rud] adj. g5 10. necessary [‘nesa,ser1] adj. HEHY
8. owe [o] vt. R 1. fault [fo1t] n. [C] $452
9. forgive [fo-"gv] vt. [RER

22
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DO IT YOURSELF

REFERTENG  FEFREAENA -

51: """ E Down:
o | 1. “How are you?” is a common ____ for
| S Americans to say hello.
2. Jess is considered an _____ in science.

B
T a

She knows much about it.

o, =1 Across:
he-w-i i?’d i

3. Frank broke the cup, but he tried to

it.
iy r ] j 4. Night markets are important to many
L——j J people in Taiwanese .
5 Adultscan _ kids’ behavior greatly.
foscererrrary

DEEERREEn

REXE B BHEEENESR -

When Anthony visited Taiwan, he heard people saying “buhaoyisi” a lot. For

example, on the firstday 1 he came to Taiwan, he almost knocked against a man on
a street. The man seemed to hurry somewhere, but he still stopped and said “buhaoyisi”
to Anthony. On another day, Anthony saw a woman _ 2 a waiter in a restaurant, and
she also said “buhaoyisi” to the waiter. He thought it was polite 3 the people to do so
all the time.

Anthony’s experience shows that “buhaoyisi” is not only a phrase but also an
important part of Taiwanese culture. Some people think that saying “buhaoyisi” is a
good way to express “excuse me” or “sorry,” 4 others think it can even help build up
social relationships. Clearly, using “buhaoyisi” =5 a special feature of Taiwanese

culture. As a Taiwanese, what do you think?

23
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()1 (A)ywhy (B) that (C) when
()2 (A)calls (B) calling (C) to calling
()3 (A)of (B) to (C)in

( )4 (A)so (B) whether (C) while
()5 (A)does (B) be (C) are

lll. Guided Translation

REBERLARTRFE » BHTETH - B8KRRIE—F -
1. #HRHAZES - BECMLIREINNERE - BN EER

D) where

D) be called
) for
)
)

O

D) because

IS

(
(
(
(
(

D

1z o
Although | don’t like bitter gourds, | still eat them m

o) I when they are in my meals.

2. Henry [z EBVRSHIFREVZINGES o

The bruises on Henry’s face h something t

d w the accident yesterday.

3. B/ N\BxIEE SEERFEAAKRNEE o
A little boy p o)

wear any clothes.
4. BRETABRTEE - BANER—IB5E ©

While | was using my smartphone, | b [

the fact that the king did not

an old

man by accident.
5 Sarah WITME FKAR  SRBETREMNBCER S ©

Sarah got dressed i ah

her blouse was inside out.

and didn’t notice that
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LIV, Grammar |

BHAAF - W EBEERIRR
1. is chubby / Thomas / are thin / while / his brothers

2. on his own / Jason / finish the job / seems to

3. It was / of / kind / to help the lost child / you

4.is / where / That restaurant / | had my first job / the place

5. don’t want to / why / the reason / you / Can you tell me / go to the party

V. Translation

RIS > B -
1 RFIEVREEZSNBSRERR

2. Kevin SIREAZH ~ TREMRAE o

3. EUERIEEE S EHERNRE o

4 SEEEREEREITEHMT

5 FBRRE Bill - RSHIEEER

25



